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YOU HAVE GIVEN
ME THE HERITAGE
OF THOSE WHO
FEAR YOUR NAME.

PSALM 61:5

A salute…
to those who have
gone before us.
MARK MAXWELL
PRESIDENT

P

rairie’s oldest living alum, “Aunt” Doris DeHart,
turned 102 on July 11 of 2020. Twelve months after
graduating in 1945, she arrived in Nigeria to serve under
SIM, filling various roles such as dental assistant, teacher,
guest house cook, replacement for those on furlough, and
dorm parent for missionary kids at Kent Academy where
I attended from Grade 1 to 9. The wide range of roles
was a reflection of her theology: she was willing to do
whatever was needed, wherever God needed her to be.

@marklmaxwell

Doris DeHart

Upon her retirement to Florida in 1983, Doris just
wasn’t ready to quit, so she began sewing and knitting
clothes for kids in South America, joining the young
people from her church on short-term trips to Bolivia,
Ecuador and Mexico. Her last such trip was to Mexico
in 2010 at the age of 92. She was well-liked wherever
she went, generously putting the needs of others ahead
of her own concerns and priorities. Even today, this
dear lady is still pleasant, gentle and gracious and
always has a lovely smile for everyone. What an interesting and fulfilling life she has lived!
The Prairie Harvester has always been about giving
tribute to our alumni, many of whom have modelled
generous Christian love for unseen people who live on
the margins of the world, some in our home country

Photo by Mason Unrau
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and some overseas. Like
Aunt Doris, these alumni
have often been unheralded
and uncelebrated, except by
El Roi, the God Who Sees.
I am convinced that
El Elyon, God Most High,
the Sovereign One, has his
eye on these precious people
who live for his glory alone.
I believe that their work puts
a smile on his face and brings
him great pleasure as he sees
them daily walking in the Way
of Jesus, living (and sometimes
dying) for the welfare of others. And I am also convinced
that Elohim, the Creator and
Judge, has a very special place
in the New Creation that is
reserved for each one of these
faithful servants.
It has been my privilege
to have known Aunt Doris
and others like her, many of
whom have been graduates
of Prairie. To each of you
who have gone before us, we
salute you and thank you for
your example of gracious,
generous living. Thank you
for your obedience to the call
of God on your life and the
witness you have given to
the faithfulness of the Lord
Jesus Christ. You have borne
testimony that he remains
true to his children through
challenging seasons and we
have much to learn from you.
I hope I get to live in
your neighbourhood in the
hereafter!
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FINAL
ISSUE
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For almost seven decades, the Prairie Harvester has been
keeping the Prairie family informed of the coming and
goings of alumni as their families expanded and moved
around the world to places of work and ministry. It has
been an ongoing record as well of the growth of the
school, buildings built (and replaced), new programs,
and people who have had a significant impact on the
lives of students.
We hope you enjoy this final “heritage” issue and will
continue to stay in touch with Prairie through the means
listed below.

FAMILY ALBUM
From the inception of the Harvester, the Family Album has always been
a significant section for our Prairie community, a place where we learn
about your special life events or future endeavors, to pray and celebrate
with you.
We value receiving your updates, whether a new job, change of address,
marriage or separation, or a death in your family, and rejoicing or
mourning with you in these significant moments.
To continue the Family Album and to share it with our alumni community,
we will be compiling the news and “With the Lord” updates that you send
to us into a bi-annual document to be shared via the alumni E-newsletter
and on the Alumni Services website page (prairie.edu/alumni-services).
You can email your news, stories and obituaries to alumni@prairie.edu
or go to the Alumni Services page and click on the “Update Your Address
& Tell Us About You” button.
*Please give consent on the form or email your permission for us to publish your
update in the Family Album document.
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Family
Album
1960s

STEFAN & KAITLYN DICK

Charter, Miriam (HS’67,
BC’71) spent a decade
during the 1980s with
Global Ministries based in
Vienna, Austria, discipling
underground church leaders in communist Romania.
Now retired and living in
Calgary, AB, she has recently published reGeneration, a
book about her experiences
and the process of true
discipleship, which reaches
today to the second, third
and fourth generation. See
her website to purchase:
regenerationbook.ca

FOLLOW OUR STORY

@prairiecolleges
Derksen, Dick (BC ’64,
HS’66) earned his degree in
school music and he and
his wife Jerry (Wilkinson,
BC’64) went to Germany
to begin a band program
at Black Forest Academy.
They stayed in Europe for
31 years, starting Vienna

LIVING
OVERSEAS?

Christian School and filling
many roles at BFA. They
returned to Calgary, AB, in
2007 and Dick has been
writing a fictional series
about the history of the
Russian Mennonites. Book
One (Choose You This
Day) is now in print. For
information contact Dick at
Dickderksen00@gmail.com

2000s

Dick, Stefan (BC’13) was
married to Kaitlyn on July
27, 2019. Stefan is with
Urban Fire, a ministry of
InterAct Ministries, that
disciples indigenous young
adults in the city of Calgary,
and Kaitlyn works as a project manager for the Billy
Graham Association.
Lampron, Jean-Samuel
(BC’19) is working in Red
Deer, AB, as the Regional
Director for the French
Canadian Association of
Alberta, where he encourages immigration, activities
and language retention
among the French-speaking

JEAN-SAMUEL & HADASSAH
LAMPRON

community in the province.
He is married to Hadassah,
whom he met while on his
GlobeTREK internship in
Africa and she is presently
working on her Masters as
she awaits her work visa.
Manegren, Andreas (BC’11)
and Liz (Smith, BC’11) live
in Vancouver, BC, with their
three children. Andreas
works as a video producer
and recently directed and
released his first short film.
Out of her own experience
with miscarriage and
stillbirth, Liz has written
the award-winning book
Embrace to help shed light
on the difficult topic of pregnancy loss. She has been
interviewed by the 700 Club
and 100 Huntley Street and
featured in Faith Today. The
book can be ordered from
Amazon and other online retailers or directly from Liz at
mommymanegren.com
Peachey, Tom (BC’84) is
now the lead pastor of
Bethel Evangelical Missionary Church in Three Hills,

Are you living in a restricted area?
Does your mail from Prairie take months to arrive?

Alumni living outside of North America now have the option of receiving a simple
email notification when new issues of SERVANT are posted to the Prairie website
(www.prairie.edu).
As overseas mailing is becoming extremely costly for Prairie, you can help lower
expenses for the school by allowing us to send your magazines electronically.
Contact us at alumni@prairie.edu if you would prefer this method.
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THE MANEGREN FAMILY

AB. He and his wife Connie
have pastored churches
in all four western provinces under four different
denominations. They have
three adult children and
three grandsons.
Wuest, Irene (Read, BC’47)
trained as a nurse before
going to China under the
CIM. After her marriage to
Frank Wuest in 1951 they
were missionaries in Taiwan
before moving to headquar-

TOM & CONNIE PEACHEY

ters in Singapore. Frank was
the Director of Language
and Orientation for all new
CIM missionaries and Irene
cared for each group as
they came in. After pastoring in New York and Ontario, Frank became Candidate
Director in Toronto for OMF
and they are now retired in
Abbotsford, BC.
Zacharias, Jason (BC’16)
completed Prairie’s Digital
Media program and moved

AGNES & JASON ZACHARIAS

to the Philippines in January
2019 with ACTION Int’l to
work in their video ministry.
While there he met Agnes
who was also serving in
the Philippines and, despite
Covid-19, was able to travel
to her home in Germany for
their wedding in September.
They are now in Canada
awaiting the opportunity
to return to the Philippines.
Follow their journey on
actioninternational.org/
zacharias

KIRK
FAMILY
HONOURED
On October 20, 2020, students, staff and faculty, and visitors gathered to celebrate
the Kirk family for their many contributions to the early life of Prairie. They were joined
by descendants and family members, including Doug Kirk, son of Prairie’s founding
president. Memories were shared and the North (High School) Auditorium was
renamed and dedicated as “Kirk Chapel” to pay tribute to this family whose sacrifice,
faithfulness, hard work and godliness laid the foundations of Prairie Bible Institute
almost a century ago.
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God’s new
normal
I

’ve heard the phrase new normal so
many times now that I’m actually starting
to believe that we’re never going back to
the way things were. For a while, I grieved
for normal. I longed to go back to the days
when we could enter a prison and just do
what we were called to do–teach the Bible
to federal inmates. Then things began to happen that
made me wonder if we should actually be considering
new ways to do things.
The first indication of this came with an email from
a chaplain friend of mine. “I was talking about your
program,” he wrote, “to another chaplain who is very
interested in what you’re doing. Please call him.” So I
did. My heart stirred when I learned that this man was
indeed keen on having the Encounter Program in his
institution. Then my heart sank when I found out the
prison was seven hours away.
I agreed to meet with him anyway, thinking that
I should never ignore an open door, even if it didn’t
seem feasible. That was in March. Around that time,
Prairie’s IT experts were scrambling to explore alternate
forms of delivery for students who were unable to
attend school in person due to COVID restrictions.
The result: HyFlex classrooms where students can
participate in classes that are streamed over the internet.
This didn’t directly address my problem because there
is no internet in Canadian Prisons. But as I thought about
it, I realized that all the HyFlex classes were being recorded and stored in a huge new data base at the college.
Why couldn’t I use recorded lessons in remote locations?
It turns out that with local assistance from a willing chaplain, it can be done.
On the long drive home, I began to think of other
ways to apply this idea to even more institutions where
the doors were closed to volunteers. I began to call
some of the prisons to float my idea and got permission
to supply these lessons to two of our current students
for a trial run. One of them is still working on it, but

the other just passed his
course with top marks!
I contacted another institution about three hours away
and the chaplain there loved
the idea. In fact, because of the
security level of that prison,
he had the ability to stream
content directly into the cells.
But there was a problem: they
couldn’t just stream to some of
them. It would be necessary to
stream to all two hundred and
sixty-eight cells. Would we be
ok with that?
In just a few weeks, we
went from being locked out
of all the locations we were
serving in to having the
ability to offer the Encounter
Bible program in almost any
institution that was willing to
accommodate it. I don’t know
if this is the new normal, but
I hope so!

GORD ALLERT

is the Program
Director for
Prairie’s Prison
Encounter
Program.
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INVEST
IN AN
INMATE
Since 2016, Prairie has been offering the college-level
Prison Bible Encounter Program in a growing number of
federal institutions, with the result that lives and futures
are being changed by the Word of God.
We are excited about the growing interest and doors that
continue to open, but at the same time, that means more
materials, more travel and increased expenses. Inmates
continue to show their appreciation for the generous
donors who make scholarships and a second chance at
learning available to them. Will you join us in this ongoing opportunity?

YOU CAN HAVE A PART!
Your one-time or ongoing monthly donation can make
it possible for Prairie faculty and volunteers to bring the
truth of God’s Word into Canada’s prisons.
Scholarship for one course for one student:

$1,500 or $125/month
Scholarship for full program (10 courses for one student):

$15,000

Please see
Page 10
to donate.

THANK YOU
10 PRAIRIE HARVESTER

for your support.

Name:

Address:

City:

Prov/State:
Phone:

My gift of $

is enclosed.

Please charge my credit card: $
Name on Card:

Visa

Mastercard

American Express

Please Cut Here

Email:

Postal/Zip Code:

Card #:

Expiry Date:

Signature:

Please apply to:
Prison Bible Encounter Program
Centennial Book Project
General Fund
I would like to make a monthly, pre-authorized donation to Prairie’s
General Fund.

I hereby authorize Prairie Bible Institute to withdraw $

CDN/US on

the 15th of each month beginning (mm/yy):

Credit Card (complete the information above)
Signature:

We cannot process your monthly gift without your signature here!

Date:

This automatic withdrawal can be canceled at any time by contacting our office in writing.
Spending of funds is confined to board-approved programs and projects. When the goal for the
project has been met, the remaining contributions will be used where needed most.

Please send one receipt at the end of the year for all my gifts.

You can also donate:

- online at www.prairie.edu/donate or
- call 1-800-661-2425

Prairie Bible Institute, in business as “Prairie College,” is a registered charity in Canada and the US
and issues tax receipts in both currencies.

Please Cut Here

Bank Account (please attach a blank, VOID cheque)
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Reunion
2020
Even though this year’s Alumni Reunion Weekend looked quite
different from previous years, the connections between alumni
were deep and rich. The programming was shortened and
moved to an online format so all could participate regardless
of their distance from Prairie’s campus.

A

highlight of the weekend was the Distinguished Alumni Chapel on the morning of
September 25. All three couples were able to participate either in person or via video call.
Their messages were a powerful reminder of God’s faithfulness in the ordinary routines of
doing daily tasks for God’s glory.
There were virtual class visits for the classes of 1960, 1970, 1980, 1990 and 2000.
Each visit was filled with laughter, personal updates, shared memories, current news
from President Maxwell, and times of prayer as old friends reconnected after many years.
Friday night featured an update on the college and a Re-graduation program for the
class of 1970. It was an honour to recognize forty-one graduates, each with a unique
story to share of what God has been doing in their lives since their time at Prairie.

Mark your calendars
for next year’s Alumni
Reunion Weekend,
September 23-26, 2021!
With the option of online participation, we hope that as many as possible will be able to join in. Any alumni,
plus the classes from the 2020 Reunion,
are welcome to join us here on campus
along with the next featured classes of
1961, 1971, 1981 and 1991.
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With
the Lord
Almond, Cordell (BC u’75)
died of complications from
COVID-19 in Bellevue, WA,
on April 4, 2020. He was
a partner in a CPA firm in
Kirkland, WA, and is survived by his wife Nancy and
two daughters.
Beasley, Dustin (BC u’11)
of Peace River, AB, died
suddenly from a rare lung
condition on January 17,
2020. He served Jesus well
and loved his time in Prairie’s Aviation program.
Binet, Marla (Ochenrider,
BC’64) married John after
graduation and they joined
Prairie staff. Following John’s
death in 1988, Marla worked
as a valued assistant in the
High School office. She
passed away in Three Hills,
AB, on November 18, 2020.

DUSTIN BEASLEY

Coleman, Murray (BC’50)
went to Ethiopia under
SIM in 1951 and served in
many different capacities
for the next 40 years. After
earning his Masters in Missiology in the 80s, Murray
and his wife Bea served
another term in Ethiopia.
He died on June 30, 2020,
in Three Hills, AB.
Dennis, Sylvia (Strohschein,
HS’76, BC’80) passed away
on December 27, 2019, at
the age of 61. She worked
as an RN at Rockyview
General Hospital in Calgary,
AB, for 36 years. Sylvia is
survived by her husband
Randy, two daughters and a
son and five grandchildren.

Braaten, Donna (Rumford,
BC u’55) and her husband
Harding served in Switzerland with the Janz Team
(Teach Beyond) for many
years. She passed away at
Bethany Care Centre in Airdrie, AB, on January 19, 2020.

Edwards, Fairy (Meed,
BC’60) went to be with the
Lord on October 8, 2019,
in Missoula, MT. She and
her husband Marlin (BC’60)
worked with teens for
over 40 years at Missoula
Alliance Church and Big Sky
Bible Camp.

Casselman, Donald (HS’45,
BC’49) learned the sheet
metal trade as a young man
and later pursued other industries in Calgary. He and his
wife Muriel went on missions
to Haiti for 11 winters before
her passing. Don went to be
with the Lord in Three Hills,
AB, on January 24, 2020.

Elgby, Wendy (Helston,
BC’79) trained as a nurse
and went with her husband
Hans to Pakistan under
TEAM. Since 1999 they
have been in pastoral
ministry in Saskatchewan
and Manitoba. Wendy
succumbed to cancer on
September 22, 2020.

DONALD CASSELMAN

MURRAY COLEMAN

Ensign, Nancy (Werdal,
BC u’64) was secretary
for The International
Ministries to Israel for
many years. With her
husband Elvin, she raised
three sons and a daughter.
After suffering from a
brain tumor, Nancy died at
home in Winnipeg, MB, on
December 14, 2019.
Fairchild, Ned (BC’63) and
Rachel served with Christar
in Iran where Ned had a
radio ministry. Following the
revolution in 1979 they were
reassigned to England and
retired to Three Hills, AB, in
1991. Ned passed away on
December 6, 2020.
Gentili, Shirley (Crane,
BC’58) and her husband
Dick (BC u’61) were on
Prairie staff where Shirley
was Associate Editor of the
Young Pilot magazine. She
went to be with the Lord on
December 26, 2019.

EVA GOERTZEN

ANDREW MANINGAS

eral Dynamics (Lockheed
Martin) for 30 years. Phil
passed away on January
30, 2020, in Fort Worth,
TX, leaving his wife Sherrie
and family.

JIM NICHOLSON

Goertzen, Eva (Heinrichs,
BC’54) served along with
her husband Henry (BC ‘54)
in three Alberta pastorates
and as Regional Reps for
Prairie. They also managed
the Winkler Bible Book
Store before retiring to
Three Hills, AB, where Eva
passed away on November
8, 2020.
Gordon, John (BC’85)
was a teacher in Nigeria
where he met and married
Lillian (Zerbe, BC’52). He
was a school inspector in
the Ministry of Education
until retirement in 1983,
then came to Prairie to
earn a diploma in Bible and
Missions. John passed on
March 13, 2020, in Portland, OR.
Hunter, Phillip (HS’57)
served for 27 years in the
US Air Force and the Air
Force and Army Reserves.
He also worked for Gen-

Johnson, Mahala (Bryson,
HS’49, BC’52) trained as a
teacher and then farmed
with her husband Gordon
near Wetaskiwin, AB. They
raised seven children and
cared for over 100 foster
children. Mahala went to be
with the Lord on November
14, 2020.
Maningas, Andrew (BC’06)
enjoyed sports and people
and worked as a tour bus
driver while serving his
church and community.
He was also a special
needs educational assistant for 11 years before
he died of a sudden heart
attack on June 5, 2020, at
the age of 56. He is survived by his wife Annette,
a son and a daughter.
Masterson, Doug (BC ’70)
held a BA in Elementary
Education and a Masters
in Education and taught
5th Grade in Alma, KS, for
over 33 years. He went to
be with the Lord on August
15, 2018, after a 3-year
battle with cancer. Doug
leaves his wife Leoti (Losby,
BC’70) and a son Jeffrey.

DOUG MASTERSON

Mumford, Esther (HS’50,
BC’55) taught in Prairie’s
Music Department from
1953 to 1974. She passed
away at Riverview Manor in
Selah, WA, on December
23, 2019.
Nelson, Walter (HS’44,
BC’48) died on December
19, 2020, from COVID and
other health problems.
He taught at universities
in Indiana and California
and is survived by his wife
Sharon, three children and
their families.
Nicholson, Jim (BC’75)
went to be with the Lord
on October 3, 2019, after
battling cancer. Jim was
a missionary in Indonesia
with RBMU and had a 43year career as a paramedic,
becoming Deputy Chief
of Operations (Calgary)
and Provincial Director in
Logistics and Support. He
leaves his wife Barb , eight
children and seven grandchildren.

THANK YOU
TO SO MANY WHO
HAVE INCLUDED PRAIRIE
IN THEIR ESTATES.

GWEN PYM

Pym, Gwen (BC’60) earned
her BA in Education from
UBC and taught school before coming to Prairie. She
was a missionary in Zaire
with AIM for 18 years, returning to Canada in 1992.
Following a long struggle
with Alzheimer’s, Gwen
passed away in Abbotsford,
BC, on September 11, 2020.
Raczok, Alice (Former Staff)
served with the Canadian
Sunday School Mission
before beginning a 25-year
secretarial career at Prairie.
Following a stroke in 2015,
Alice relocated to St. Mary’s
Health Care Centre in
Trochu, AB, where she died
peacefully in her sleep on
February 29, 2020.
Schaller, Cynthia (Brush, BC
u’73) was a cultural pioneer
in maternity, education
and nutrition. She began
numerous Bible studies and
ministered to international

CYNTHIA SCHALLER

students and Spanish-speaking people. Cynthia died on
January 4, 2020, in Carroll,
NE, and is survived by her
husband Brad (BC u’73) and
their 6 children.
Smith, Dennis (BC’63)
earned degrees at Prairie,
Biola, Wheaton Graduate
School and California
School of Theology. After
pastoring C&MA churches
throughout the US for 43
years, he passed away in
Fort Worth, TX, on October,
2018. He leaves his wife
Virginia, three children and
five grandchildren.
Stewart, Eileen (Marr,
BC’50) died on March 29,
2020, in Hamilton, ON. She
is survived by three children
five grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren.
Stoltzfus, Wilma (HS’82,
BC’85) graduated from
Foothills School of Nursing

MISSIONARY AUTHOR WITH THE LORD
Noted missionary author Harold Fuller (BC’50) passed away
on November 4, 2020, at the age of 95. With his wife Lorna
(Parrott, BC’53) he had served under SIM in Nigeria as editor
of the African Challenge, Director of Literature for SIM,
Deputy Field Director for West Africa, and Director for Ghana
and Nigeria. The author of 14 books, Harold received an
honorary doctorate in literature from Biola University. From
1979 to 1990 he held the post of Deputy General Director of
SIM International. Motivated by an undying devotion to Jesus
Christ, this gifted author touched many through the written
word, sharing the gospel both personally and globally.

MADELINE WHITMARSH

and worked in Calgary until
1991, when she moved to
the US. She returned in
2002 to nurse in Calgary
and Sundre, AB. Wilma went
home to be with the Lord
on February 15, 2020.
Strauss, Ruth (Tiessen,
HS’45, BC’49) and her
husband Elmer served two
pastorates before going to
Cameroun and Nigeria as
missionaries. They retired
to Dallas, TX, where Ruth
was active in neighborhood
events. She passed away on
September 4, 2020.
Whitmarsh, Madeline
(Brown, BC’57) died in
Bothell, WA, on March 4,
2020, after a long battle
with Alzheimer’s. She loved
children and taught Sunday
school, daycare and VBS,
and was a foster parent for
many years. She leaves her
husband Jim, two sons and
their families.
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CENTENNIAL
UPDATE
Our Centennial celebrations in July of 2022 will be a time to reflect on the
“Joy in the Journey,” remembering all that God has done, is doing, and
will yet do at Prairie College. The theme was developed from the Jewish
celebrations of SUKKOT, the Feast of Tabernacles, and many festivals
included in this week-long event. The thread of thanksgiving woven
through these festivals sets a foundation for Prairie’s celebrations as we
remember our heritage and look forward to the school’s next season.
The event will also be a time of reflection for us to consider how God is at work
in our own individual lives. There will be informative sessions about SUKKOT,
opportunities to visit, and activities for all ages, as well as free time to explore
surrounding Alberta attractions.
We also plan to honour 100 Alumni/Staff as Living Stones. As you think of people
from Prairie who have had an impact on your life, please share their names with us
to celebrate their godly legacy. (See prairie.edu/centennial for criteria and details
to nominate.)
To commemorate the Centennial, Prairie is creating a Chronological Memory
Keepsake Book, highlighting key events and people from the past 100 years.
Would you consider assisting with the production and printing of this valuable
book? You can select this project on Page 10 or donate online (prairie.edu/
donate, select the fund “Centennial Celebrations” and comment “Centennial
Book Project” in the designated box).

We are excited to celebrate together with you.
Watch for announcements on the website and
Facebook group. If you have questions or comments,
contact Kendi Dyck at alumni@prairie.edu
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brother Hector
announced his
plans to become
a missionary to
Africa, Fergus
was respectful
but unimpressed.
He would carve
out his own
little kingdom
on western soil.
Most of his
siblings were
now in Alberta
and at Mabel’s
home the lonely
bachelor discovered the love of
his life—Jennie
Munro. Their
by PAT MASSEY
union would
endure for more
than sixty happy years, but
take responsibility and to do
it was soon to be tested “in
without in order to further the
sickness and in health.”
work of God. Those foundaThe new husband was
tions would prepare the way
happily planning for the future
for a future time when sacrifice
when, without warning, his
and simple life styles for the
overworked frame, pushed
sake of the gospel would
repeatedly to the limit, broke
become a way of life.
down completely. He would
In 1907 seventeen-year-old
require absolute rest for two
Fergus headed west to the
years. Grief was layered upon
Saskatchewan prairies. A few
grief when their little son Allan,
years later he moved on to
born in March of 1921, lived
Alberta, settling near the tiny
only four days. One by one, the
town of Three Hills. Leaving
dreams were crumbling to dust.
his modest upbringing and
spiritual training behind and
determined to make his fortune
farming, the young pioneer
One by one the
soon acquired three quarter
dreams were
sections of choice wheat lands,
crumbling.
a fine team of horses, and a full
line of machinery. His dreams
Unable to work the land,
were almost within reach.
Fergus decided to use his
Fergus was no stranger to
fine Model T Ford to ferry
hard work. He could shovel
visiting preachers around the
an entire wagon load of wheat
community. One of these was
without a break and, being
missionary Sydney Hamilton, a
the proud owner of one of the
personal friend. As they drove
first tractors in the area, he
together over the rolling praidrove it day and night. When

The boy who
loved the Bible
TEN-YEAR-OLD MABEL
KIRK WAS MILKING HER
ELEVENTH COW when

her father came to announce
the arrival of baby brother
John Fergus. In a family of ten
children, a new arrival wasn’t
unique. But God would one
day draw Mabel and this tiny
sibling together for his own
eternal purposes.
While his older brothers
were full of mischief and often
drove their parents to their wits’
end, young Fergus was the exact
opposite. His brother Hector
recalled, “I never knew a more
sensitive, retiring disposition. To
mention his name at meal time
would cause him to slip down
and hide beneath the table.”
There was no shying away,
however, from his mother and
father’s faith in God and their
love for the Bible. The lives
of Andrew and Maria Kirk
were marked by joyful sacrifice
and a spartan simplicity in
their Ontario home. Early on,
the children were taught to
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ries, Fergus had no idea that
Hamilton was praying for him,
asking God to meet this broken
young farmer in his need.
One Sunday at a country
church Sydney preached from
II Samuel 24:24, “Neither will
I offer burnt offerings unto the
Lord my God of that with doth
cost me nothing.” It suddenly
dawned on Fergus that he had
always given out of his abundance but never anything that
had really cost him. Fleeing to
the car, he broke down in tears.
This husky, self-sufficient lad
who had broken the prairie sod
and battled the wind and weather of the western plains was now
humbled under the impact of the
Word of God. From that time
on, he would be a changed man.
Fergus began to sell his
land and machinery, giving the
money away to God’s work until
only one quarter section and a
few horses were left. Once passionate only about farming, now
he hungered to know what God
had to say. His sister Hattie offered her study notes from Bible
school and Fergus began to work
his way through the Scriptures.
The truths so gripped his heart
that he longed to share them
with others, but that thought
terrified the shy country boy.
“Lord,” he prayed, “I’ll
give my last cent and do any
kind of work for you, but I
cannot preach.”
God gently persisted and
Fergus finally stepped out,
starting a Bible class and a
Sunday school. He soon realized
that the teenagers of the district
needed someone to guide them
to a deeper walk with God, but
he had no more to share. Hattie
suggested that he write to a
Bible school in Kansas and ask
if he could get a teacher from

among their students. An answer
soon arrived: if they could wait
a year until he graduated, Leslie
Maxwell was willing to come.
Fergus shared the good
news with earnest Christians
in the community, but while
they were sympathetic, he soon
realized it would be up to him
to get the project going. He
and Jennie had plans for a new
home, the lumber already purchased. But if this new “spiritual
house” was to get off the ground,
they knew they would need to
release their farm and dream
home to God. The land was
sold, the lumber returned, and
from then on they lived frugally,
cheerfully giving themselves and
everything they possessed for
something more lasting.
Mabel and her husband had
built a new home in Three Hills,
leaving their old farm house
standing empty. Fergus persuaded them to donate it for classes
and began knocking down
partitions as volunteers started
cleaning and preparing for the
arrival of the new teacher.
On October 9, 1922,
young Maxwell faced a class
of eight teenagers and two
farmers, Fergus and his brother
Roger. The farm house became
a sacred sanctuary as the Holy
Spirit worked, and Maxwell,
the brusque, outgoing army
veteran, joined Kirk, the shy,
hard-working farmer, in a
unique partnership that would
last for decades to come.
Twenty-three students
signed up the following year.
Mabel and others opened their
homes to board them, but the
classroom was fast becoming
too small. They must build, but
where? Then two lots in town
suddenly became available
for ten dollars. The deed was

signed and Prairie Bible Institute was formed.
Among those offering
their resources was Fergus who
sold his car and contributed
the proceeds. He and Roger laboured almost full time over the
thirty-by-sixty-foot basement
with local farmers helping as
they could. By that Fall a rough
building stood tall against the
prairie sky, ready to receive men
and women eager to learn the
Word of God. As they studied,
sang and shivered in the simple
structure with its tar-paper exterior, warm fellowship and lasting
life lessons drew them together.
Although he would serve
as president of the Institute
for the next forty years, Fergus
Kirk never spared himself any
of the hard physical labour
needed to keep the school
functioning. Nor did he abandon his study of the Bible, a
habit that would last a lifetime.
“My word…will not return
to me empty,” he read in Isaiah
55:11, “but will accomplish
what I desire and achieve the
purpose for which I sent it.”

The old farm
house became a
sacred sanctuary.
As the school stands on the
brink of its 100th anniversary,
the Bible is still the foundation
of every program and more than
17,000 men and women have
been prepared to witness for
Christ around the world. God
used an army of humble believers to accomplish his plan, but
it was one young farmer’s love
for the Bible that first planted
the seed. True to his Word, God
gave the increase.
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GENEROUS
DONATION
MAKES
SCHOOL MORE
AFFORDABLE
FOR NEW AND
RETURNING
STUDENTS
A Prairie education is an investment that lasts a lifetime. In our 2019 survey, alumni
shared stories about how the Prairie experience was a time of grounding and
character-building where discipline, integrity and holiness took root in their lives.
Our desire is to grow and offer this experience to others, but we know that too
often one of the barriers for students is the cost.
This fall, through a donation from a friend with a vision to make a Prairie education
more accessible, we have been able to reduce our student services fees by a
significant 50%. The donor has specifically designed the gift to be available to both
new and returning on-campus students for the 2021/2022 school year.

AVG COST PER YEAR
TUITION

STUDENT FEES

$330 per credit

$9,900

$60 per credit
NOW ONLY $30 per credit!

$1800
NOW ONLY $900

For a full-time on-campus student taking 30 credits per year this is a savings of
$900, which amounts to a 7.7% decrease in the overall cost of tuition. The more
credits a student takes, the more they save. The gift amount will automatically be
applied for students applying to the Fall 2021 and Winter 2022 semesters.
“We are so grateful for this tremendous gift from a valued strategic partner,” says
President Mark Maxwell. “In a year with so much uncertainty, the faithfulness of our
friends has been a blessing to Prairie. It is our hope that this gift will unlock great
blessings of God that will have an impact in the next generation.”
Prairie College is approaching 100 years as an institution. Over the years, our
paradigm has changed but our purpose has not. We believe the mission field is all
around us and that this vision is as important as it ever has been. Would you join us
in praying that through this gift more students would be able to know the value of a
Prairie education, to know Christ and make Him known, in their lives?
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ABBA,
you and me
by PHIL CALLAWAY

M

y wife Ramona was young and sweet, only
17, when we first heard ABBA on a tinny radio at
Pine Lake. Known for hummable tunes, platform
shoes, and flared polyester pants that would house a
family of eight, the Swedish couples topped the charts
for 18 years. Of course, staff kids were forbidden from
listening to such tripe, but we did.
I celebrate a rich heritage. Music nights in
“The Tab” and Phil Keaggy and Chuck Girard were
all part of an eclectic entourage that nudged me to
Christ. Valuable life lessons were absorbed from
secular sources, too.
Swedes joked that ABBA
Some say
(the name came from their iniGod wouldn’t
tials) paid more taxes than Volvo.
show up at
When they sang “Money, Money, Money, ain’t it funny, in a rich
an ABBA
man’s world?” the stuff rolled in.
concert.
Some estimates put record sales
But I assure
as high as $380 million. But no
you he did.
one is made to be worshipped.
There is only one Abba Father.
Popularity brought legendary tours, meteoric highs, then
crushing heartache and divorce. The year ABBA called it
quits, Ramona and I said “I do.”
In 2019, we celebrated our anniversary with fellow
staff kid Kevin Birch and his wife Ivy. I texted our
kids: “SOS! Tonight Mama and I are with Kev and Ivy
watching the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra and an
ABBA tribute band. Does your mother know? Yes, she
does. I said, ‘Knowing me, knowing you, it’s the best
I can do.’ 37 years ago today, she took a chance on me
and said, ‘I do, I do, I do, I do.’ So here we go again.
My, my. How can she resist me?”
The last song of the evening was, “Thank you for
the music, the songs we’re singing. Thanks for all the
joy they’re bringing. Who can live without it? I ask in
all honesty. Thank you for the music, for giving it to me.”

Some
say God wouldn’t show up
at an ABBA concert. But I
assure you he did. I couldn’t
stop thanking him for his
faithfulness through the
years, for his grace alone
which has kept us together.
On the way home, we
four reminisced, giving
thanks for parents who loved
Jesus and took an active
interest in our music. Then
I cranked up an old ABBA
tune: “As good as new, my
love for you, just like it used
to be and even better…
Thank God it’s true. Darling,
we were always meant to
stay together.” We said
goodnight to our friends and
I planted a kiss on Ramona’s
lips. In the history of kisses,
it was surely in the top ten.
When she finally came up
for air she laughed and said,
“Mama Mia.”

PHIL CALLAWAY
Phil is an alumnus
and author of
Laugh Like A Kid
Again. Visit him at
philcallaway.com
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UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE

CHRISTIAN
FORMATION
& COUNSELLING

A program ideal for students who are preparing
to pursue a career in counselling, rehabilitation,
pastoral ministry, social work, chaplaincy, and
other people-helping vocations.
SLOW DOWN
Cultivate a transforming friendship with God.
GO DEEP
• Effectively study and interpret Scripture.
• Begin to integrate theology and human
behavior.
• Discern how God is redeeming your past
and reshaping you now.
GIVE LIFE
Become a soul-friend to disciple others in
their journey.

CAREER PATHWAYS

• Transfer agreement with Briercrest Seminary
for advanced standing into MA Counselling/
MA Marriage & Family Therapy.
• Level 1 certification in spiritual direction from
Urban Sanctuary.
• Three month practicum under a qualified
minister of spiritual care.

Spend 7 weeks in the foothills of the
Canadian Rockies at Frontier Lodge
and learn to experience the glory of
God through His handiwork.

PARTNERS

prairie.edu/christian-formation
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CHRISTIAN
FORMATION
& COUNSELLING

A program ideal for students who are preparing
to pursue a career in counselling, rehabilitation,
pastoral ministry, social work, chaplaincy, and
other people-helping vocations.
SLOW DOWN
Cultivate a transforming friendship with God.
GO DEEP
• Effectively study and interpret Scripture.
• Begin to integrate theology and human
behavior.
• Discern how God is redeeming your past
and reshaping you now.
GIVE LIFE
Become a soul-friend to disciple others in
their journey.

CAREER PATHWAYS

• Transfer agreement with Briercrest Seminary
for advanced standing into MA Counselling/
MA Marriage & Family Therapy.
• Level 1 certification in spiritual direction from
Urban Sanctuary.
• Three month practicum under a qualified
minister of spiritual care.

Spend 7 weeks in the foothills of the
Canadian Rockies at Frontier Lodge
and learn to experience the glory of
God through His handiwork.

PARTNERS

prairie.edu/christian-formation

